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SUBJECT: TAPLINE: SOLH RIYADH VISIT POSTPONED 

REF: BEIRUT 5518 

1. EMERGING FROM APRIL 29 MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
FRANJIEH, PRIME MINISTER SOLH QUOTED BY PRESS AS SAYING 
HE NOT RPT NOT VISITING RIYADH THIS WEEK. HE SAID 
MEETING DATE SHOULD BE AGREED WITH SAUDIS FIRST, 
ADDING: "MY DEPARTURE, IF IT IS TO TAKE PLACE, WILL 

NOT BE BEFORE NEXT WEEK". 

2. ONE PRESS ITEM ALSO SAID TAPLINE MEETING LABOR 
MINISTER TODAY TO DISCUSS LAY-OFFS OF TAPLINE 
EMPLOYEES. TAPLINE S DODGE TOO BUSY TO CLARIFY 
SITUATION BUT MADE APPOINTMENT WITH EMBOFF FOR 
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FRIDAY, SAYING "NOTHING WILL HAPPEN BEFORE THEN". 
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